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Marcella L. McCoy earned the Doctorate of Philosophy in American Culture Studies at Bowling Green State University in June of 1998 and has worked as a university professor and administrator for 9 years. She earned both Master and Bachelor of Arts degrees in Communications, at Bowling Green (1992) and Morgan State University (1991) respectively and worked as a journalist in Toledo, Ohio.  

Marcella McCoy has been writing as a method of deriving clarity and resolution since she had her first diary at the age of 9. As a teenager, others began to recognize her talent to arrive at the core of emotional conflict and to honestly capture it in writing, especially when it was too painful or seemed futile to express verbally. In college, she was the person friends sought out to act on addressing their pain. Deciding to use her powers for good, she learned to focus on healthy methods for facing pain and working at getting beyond it. In recent years, McCoy made the decision to conduct an introspective investigation on fulfilling her life’s purpose. The brief illness and devastating death of a close friend propelled her to return to and examine her writing talent.  She was summoned to the hospice facility to write a letter to his children and to prepare his obituary. It was this extreme situation that led her to the why and how of what she could contribute to people who for any number of reasons find themselves needing to communicate something very personal, and permanent.

As a graduate intern, McCoy spent a year as a journalist for a newspaper in Ohio. Within that year, the editor received several letters from the subjects of her stories praising her work and she was promoted to Features Editor. More recently, Essence Magazine’s August 2005 #1 best seller features the book to which she made a contribution, African American Fraternities & Sororities: The Legacy and the Vision. She is currently working on a collection of personal essays and publication of a series of children’s books.

McCoy serves as a board member for the Dennis C. McKithen Foundation for Entrepreneurship in Education, a non profit organization based in Trenton, NJ that offers training in operating businesses and scholarships to students entering college as Business majors; and serves as a board member for the Society for the Africana Professoriate (SAP) a partnership between scholars and corporate professionals of color committed to excellence in supporting service, research, and advocacy in scholarship connected to our communities. 

Currently, McCoy is employed at Philadelphia University as director of its Honors Program and a faculty member in the School of Liberal Arts.

